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CONFIDENTIAL STOCKHOLM 5243 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PINT, UNGA, SW 

SUBJECT: CALL ON MFA SECRETARY GENERAL 

1 . I CALLED ON MFA SECRETARY GENERAL SVERKER ASTROM 
ON SEPTEMBER 23 TO DISCUSS HIS REACTIONS TO THE 
SEPTEMBER 19 GENERAL ELECTION RESULTS AS THEY MIGHT 
AFFECT OR INFLUENCE SWEDISH FOREIGN POLICY. 

2. ASTROM RECALLED THAT THE GENERAL LINES OF 
SWEDISH POLICY HAVE CONSISTENTLY RECEIVED 
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UNANIMOUS SUPPORT FROM THE RIKSDAG AND IT WAS MOST 
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UNLIKELY THAT THE BASICS OF FOREIGN POLICY WOULD 
UNDERGO CHANGE. SWEDEN'S TIES TO THE EUROPEAN 
COMMUNITY THROUGH ITS ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP WOULD NOT BE 
ALTERED NOR WOULD BILATERAL AND OTHER MULTILATERAL 
TIES WITH THE NORDIC OUNTRIES AND WESTERN EUROPE 
GENERALLY. 

3. ASTROM CONTINUED THAT IN HIS OPINION IT WAS 
IMPORTANT FOR THE NEW SWEDISH FOREIGN MINISTER TO 
MAKE AN EARLY PUBLIC STATEMENT, HOPEFULLY WITHIN 
THE UN CONTEXT. TO REASSURE INTERESTED PARTIES, 

PARTICULARLY THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES, THAT SWEDISH 
FOREIGN POLICY, NEUTRALITY AND SECURITY POLICY 
ENIOYED NATIONAL SUPPORT AND WOULD NOT BE ALTERED 
AS A RESULT OF THE CHANGE IN GOVERNMENT. WHILE NOT 
DIFFERING WITH THIS CONCLUSION, I INQUIRED WHETHER 
THERE WOULD NOT BE, NEVERTHELESS, CHANGES IN 
SWEDISH FOREIGN ASSISTANCE POLICY AND CHANGE 
PERHAPS IN THE RHETORIC WHICH HAS OFTEN 
ACCOMPANIED THE IMPLEMENTATION OF FOREIGN 
POLICY. ASTROM RATHER QUICKLY POINTED OUT 

THAT THERE WAS LIKELY TO BE SOME RECONSIDERATION 
OF FOREIGN AID RECIPIENTS, BUT THIS WOULD NOT 
BECOME CLEAR PROBABLY UNTIL THE NEW GOVERNMENT S 
BUDGET WAS PRESENTED TO THE RIKSDAG IN JANUARY. 

HE POINTED OUT THAT THE 1 PERCENT OF GNP GOAL FOR 

FOREIGN ASSISTANCE WHICH SWEDEN HAS REACHED WOULD NOT BE MODIFIED 
BY THE FA LI, DIN GOVERNMENT. WITH REGARD TO AID TO CUBA, 

ASTROM POINTED OUT THAT LIBERAL PARTY CHAIRMAN 
PER AHLMARK IN THE LAST MAJOR RIKSDAG DEBATE ON 
THE SUBJECT SEVERAL MONTHS AGO SUPPORTED THE 
OPPOSITION'S DEMAND FOR REDUCTION IN SUCH AID 
ONLY WITH GREAT RELUCTANCE AND ONLY TO PREVENT 
DIVISIONS WITHIN THE OPPOSITION ON THE QUESTION. 

4. IN RESPONSE TO MY QUERY, ASTROM SAID THERE 
WOULD BE VERY FEW PERSONNEL CHANGES AT THE MFA 
AS A RESULT OF THE ELECTION AND HE DID NOT CARE 

TO IDENTIFY WHO MIGHT BE LEAVING. (LATER, HOWEVER, 

LARS AKE NILSSON, MFA NORTH AMERICAN DESK OFFICER, 
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CONFIDED THAT MOST CERTAINLY LENNART KLOCKENBERG 
AND GERTRUD SIGURDSEN OF THE MFA FOREIGN ASSISTANCE 
OFFICE AS WELL AS MANFRED NILSSON OF THE INFORMATION 
DIVISION WOULD BE LEAVING VERY SOON.) ASTROM SAID 
HE HAD NO IDEA WHO MIGHT BE APPOINTED FOREIGN 
MINISTER UNDER FAT I. DIN. I POINTED OUT THAT THE 
PRESS WAS RATHER INSISTENTLY MENTIONING JOHANNES 
ANTONSSON, VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE CENTER PARTY, AND 
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GUNNAR HELEN, FORMER CHAIRMAN OF THE LIBERAL PARTY 
AS PROBABLE CANDIDATES. I SAID FURTHER THAT IT 
WAS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT NEITHER OF THESE TWO 
POLITICAL PARTY LEADERS HAD HAD INVOLVEMENT 
OR EVEN DEEP INTEREST IN FOREIGN AFFAIRS. NODDING 
AGREEMENT, ASTROM SAID THIS WAS GENERALLY TRUE, 
ALTHOUGH ANTONSSON IN THE RIKSDAG HAD FOLLOWED 
FOREIGN POLICY DEBATES VERY CLOSELY AND HAD 
EXPRESSED HIMSELF RATHER FORCEFULLY LAST 
DECEMBER IN THE RIKSDAG ON THE NEED FOR SWEDEN TO 
IMPOSE UNILATERALLY VERY STRICT CONDITIONS ON THE 
EXPORT SALES OF NUCLEAR ENERGY MATERIALS AND 
EQUIPMENT, MORE STRINGENT CONTROLS THAN WERE BEING 
CONSIDERED BY THE INTERNATIONAL NUCLEAR SUPPLIERS 
GROUP. 

5. ASTROM CONFIRMED THAT THE NEW GOVERNMENT MOST 
LIKELY WOULD BE INSTALLED IN OFFICE ON OCTOBER 8. 

HE SAID HE BELIEVES IT WOULD BE MOST USEFUL FOR THE 
NEW FOREIGN MINISTER TO GO TO NEW YORK VERY SHORTLY 
THEREAFTER AND MAKE A STATEMENT BEFORE THE CLOSE 
OF THE UNGA GENERAL DEBATE ON OCTOBER 12 OR 13. 

IF THIS IS NOT POSSIBLE, HE WOULD URGE THE NEW MAN 
TO SPEND SEVERAL WEEKS IN NEW YORK LATER IN 
OCTOBER-NOVEMBER. 

SMITH 
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